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Story on Governance

STORY OF SEBENZILE MATSEBULA FROM SOUTH AFRICA

I contracted polio at ten months of age in the Eastern part of South African where I was born. I then lived through an era of disempowerment as a black African, as a female and as a disabled person. Therefore I can relate to all forms of discrimination, marginalisation and disempowerment in a real sense.

Yet inspite of  rather difficult social circumstances my experience in life as a adult was of a more positive one resulting from now living in a new political dispensation that promotes the rights of marginalised sectors of the society, the equalisation of opportunities and self representation particularly in decision making processes.

This experience was brought about in my work in my 8 years of working in the highest office of South Africa, in the Presidency of Thabo Mbeki as head of the disability unit. The government of South Africa and its political principals has unconditional political commitment to the respect of rights of all vulnerable groups through the constitution and the bill of rights. This high level political commitment subsequently enabled me and my compatriots to play a meaningful in the development of the country at all spheres of governance. It is commitment that is substantiated by an annual allocation of government resources.

As a result of this equality and equity of local participation, South Africa subsequently has some of the best policies, best practices and programs that govern vulnerable groups.

However in my work on the African continent I have observed real hardships, which are faced by vulnerable groups in African societies as a result of the absence of meaningful policies and a lack of political commitment to the alleviation of tragic social problems.  

This is also evident in that the voices of the poor are continuously marginalised in PRO-POOR development processes, which has unfortunately been perpetuated by external influences.  From my experience I have a total conviction that sustainable development and the real and true African ownership of processes will be realised only through meaningful and recognised public participation and self representation by all marginalised sectors of our societies. 
HIV/AIDS Working Group – Personal story:

Delfina’s story

Delfina is a young girl and one of the children under 15 years of age who have become orphaned as a result of HIV/AIDS in 2003. In 2003, the community and the local CBO working in the area where Delfina lives started providing basic care for her and supporting her to attend school. In October 2005, I visited Delfina in connection with a monitoring visit to a school and to give her moral support. I found that she dropped out of school, and when I asked her why, she said:

“I dropped out from the school because I am a young girl and the head of a child-headed household. We are 5 children in all. Sometimes, when I am in the class and look at the teacher, he asks me if I understand, and I say yes, but I did not really hear anything because my mind was not on the class. I am just thinking about how to secure food for myself and my brothers.

The other thing she said was: “ In the school, the environment was not good, because some of the teachers are my neighbours, and they have shown a lack of confidentiality and sensitivity in dealing with me, as they know why I am an orphan. At the end of the day, this resulted in discrimination by peers and other teachers.”

In March of 2006, I visited Delfina again. She was pregnant with an older man outside of marriage. I asked her why she did not use a condom to avoid pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. She answered: “I am voiceless in decisions about my sexual destiny. On top of that, I need economic support which he is able to provide. At the same time, I thought that through the relationship with this old man, I would be able to gain support for my brothers, and therefore it would be better if I get pregnant quickly in order to consolidate the union. In spite of this improving my life, this man left me 2 months ago, and I am now left frustrated.

This story has touched me, and sheds light on the following issues:

Delfina dropped out of school, and this demonstrates the importance of having literate people. Illiterate people, especially the children who are our future generation, can potentially undermine the development of countries. 

Furthermore, discriminatory and stigmatising policies, attitudes and practices within the education system will lead to a generation of youth growing up without basic care.

Poverty leads to a lack of nutrition, security and difficulty in attending school. Delfina ended up using sex as a means to alleviating poverty, but traditional values and inequality in decision-making (about your sexual destiny) shape women’s opportunities of achieving such alleviation.

Peace, Conflict Resolution and Prevention

The Story of Somaliland:

Somalia had conflict in 1991 when Siadi Barre was ousted in a coup.  At that time there was no functional central government.  Intellectuals, politicians and others formed a government.  That government remained on for a period of about one year.  In 1992 they were overthrown also.  Somali went back to a crisis situation.

In the same year the traditional leaders particularly those from Somaliland organized themselves and carried out local consultations and dialogue among themselves as clan leaders, women and the youth.  They formed a government in a period of six months-that is to say the executive, judiciary and parliament?  In 2002 they organized council elections, in 2003 the presidential elections which were monitored internationally and in 2005 there were parliamentary elections for the two houses, the house of chiefs and House of Representatives.

This is a story that informed our recommendations, a story of African traditional leaders’ success in creating government after conflict, a story that AU should learn from and we wait for the AU to appreciate and be proud of.
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