African – Danish Civil Society Conference 7-9 May Copenhagen


African – Danish Civil Society Conference 

Copenhagen, 7-9 May

Consolidated Recommendations

Hiv / Aids 

A. Stronger African Leadership and Commitment:

Myths around HIV/AIDS prevail putting at risk vulnerable groups to HIV/AIDS transmissions such as ritual cleansing, rape of virgins and children etc. Women in Africa  are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS in part because of the disregard of women´s human rights.  

We recommend:

· African leaders must adopt HIV/AIDS as an AU/national priority and actively seek to dispel prevailing myths about HIV/AIDS;

· That governments take immediate measures to domesticate the Protocol on the rights of women of the African Charter of People and Human Rights particularly related to the protection of the sexual and reproductive rights of women;

B. An Effective HIV/AIDS Response:

While funding is already committed and available for HIV/AIDS interventions, more funding is still needed to fight the pandemic in its magnitude. Moreover, the way the resources are currently channelled does not ensure that most of the resources are trickling down to civil society organisations (CSO’s) and affected communities.

We recommend:
· Increased government HIV/AIDS allocations to meet the 15% target recommended in the Abuja Declaration;

· That a system of accountability is adopted with the aim of ensuring transparency and the allocation of HIV/AIDS resources to civil society organisations and communities;

· That ownership of HIV/AIDS interventions/programs rests with the local communities.

Questions:

Honorable Chairman,

During your term in office what will you prioritise in the fight against HIV/AIDS on the African continent?

As chairman of the AU, what will you do to ensure that women’ sexual and reproductive rights are respected in order to reduce the unequal burden of HIV/AIDS on women and girls?

RECOMMENDATION-A

WE AS CIVIL SOCIETY SEE THE ROLE OF THE AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM AS A CRITICAL ONE FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE. WE HEREBY STRONGLY RECOMMEND THE USE OF THE AFRICAN PEER REVIEW MECHANISM AS A PRE-CONDITION FOR AU MEMBER STATES TO ACCESS FUNDING AND POSITIONS IN ALL INTERNATIONAL GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES.

QUESTION A

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE AFRICAN UNION WHAT ROLE DO YOU SEE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY AND DONORS IN IMPLEMENTING THIS RECOMMENDATION?

RECOMMENDATION – B

WE AS CIVIL SOCIETY BELIEVE THAT ACCOUNTABILITY IS A CORE PILLAR OF GOOD GOVERNANCE. TO THIS EFFECT WE BELIEVE THAT AS CIVIL SOCIETY WE MUST BE ACCOUNTABLE TO OUR CONSTITUENCIES AND LIKEWISE NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS MUST BE ACCOUNTABLE TO THEIR CITIZENS.

WE THEREFORE STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT THE AU SUPPORTS NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS TO ENHANCE SYSTEMS FOR GREATER ACCOUNTABILITY TO ITS CITIZENS IN THE FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES.

RECOMMENDATION- C

WE AS CIVIL SOCIETY RECOGNISE THAT TO DATE NUMEROUS LAWS AND LEGAL PROCESS CONTINUE TO PERPETUATE COLONIALLY INHERITED THE COLONIALLY INHERITED LEGACY THROUGH PRACTICES WHICH DO NOT CONFORM TO THE REALITIES OF AFRICAN SOCIETIES, INTERNATIONAL LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS. 

WE REQUEST THE AU TO PROVIDE NECESSARY SUPPORT TO MEMBER STATES IN ORDER TO MAKE SURE THE LAWS AND LEGAL PRACTICES THEY ENFORCE ARE ADAPTED TO THE LOCAL REALITIES AND THE NEEDS OF THE POPULATION; PARTICULARLY THOSE OF VULNERABLE GROUPS.

QUESTION - B

THE AU HAS INSTITUTED VARIOUS STRUCTURES AND PROTOCOLS TO REALISE ITS OBJECTIVE; PARTICULARLY ON GENDER, DISABILITY AND HIV AND AIDS. IS THERE A SPECIFIC ROLE THAT THE AU REQUIRES DENMARK TO PLAY TO OPERATIONALISE THESE AS A MEANS TO ENSURE THEIR SPEEDIER RATIFICATION AND IMPLEMENTATION?

CONFLICT

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. STRENGTHEN AND SUPPORT THE REFORM OF THE AU’S PEACE AND SECURITY COUNCIL AND ENSURE THE INCLUSION OF THE EXPERIENCES, PERSPECTIVES AND CONCERNS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ACTORS

2. INITIATE A PROCESS TO ELABORATE AN AFRICAN CONVENTION OUTLAWING THE USE BY GOVERNMENTS AND PRIVATE CORPORATIONS OF ARMED MILITIAS AND OTHER IRREGULAR FORCES

3. INCREASE AND FOCUS DANISH RESOURCES TOWARDS CIVIL SOCIETY’S ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN CONFLICT PREVENTION, MANAGEMENT, RESOLUTION AND IN POST CONFLICT RECONSTRUCTION AND IN PARTICULAR RECOGNISING WOMEN AS AN INDISPENSABLE RESOURCE IN THIS WORK (UNSC RES 1325) AND OTHER MARGINALIZED GROUPS

QUESTIONS

1. THE INTER-SUDANESE PEACE TALKS ON DARFUR ENDED UP WITH THE SIGNING OF AN AGREEMENT ONLY AFTER INTENSIVE PRESSURE ON THE PARTIES AND INTERVENTION OF THE US AND EU.  THE AGREEMENT LEFT OUT TWO REBEL FACTIONS WHO REFUSED TO SIGN IT.  WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS OF PEACE IN THE REGION UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES?

2. HOW WILL THE AU RECOGNISE AND LEARN FROM THE EXPERIENCE IN SOMALILAND OF CREATING RELATIVE STABILITY THROUGH POSTIVE TRADITIONAL RECONCILIATION PROCESSES

3. HOW DO YOU DESCRIBE TO US YOUOR IDEAL ROLE MODEL OF AN AFRICAN PRESIDENT (THIRD TERMS, CHANGING THE CONSTITUTION ETC)?
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